Grand jury returns verdict in 4 minutes

Sharp Corner cleared

A Gasconade County grand jury
deiermined last Thursday there is oo
reason (o charge Hermaon tavern
owmer Mitchell Hoelmer in Conmec-
tion with an April 4 feven-lataliny
crash in Monigomery County.

A 12-member grand jury deliber-
ated only four minutes after il ques-
tioned 18 witnesses 1o delermine
whether eriminal or civil charges
should be filed,

In a first-Nloor news confercneg al-
ter a decision was reached, Cole
County assistant prosecutor Bill
Tackew of Jefferson Cliy, the special
Trosecutor appointed in the case, said
hez wonld concur with the fndings of
the grand jury,

“They wenl over and over a Lot of
the testimony and it was a fair pro-
copding,” Tackelt said. “That's what
wi came here (0 accomplish.”

The special prosecuior sald the
grand jury’s finding closes the inves-
tigation that he has headed for a month
and a hall.

Grasconade Counly Associate Cir-
cuit Judge Randolph Puchta called 60
petential jury members on Thursday

morning and questioned them belore
the selection was made,

The grand jury reiurned a verdict
around 2 por in a matler of minules
afer hearing five bours of esimony.

Sharp Corner’s license was re-
voked by the Missouri Divislon of
Liguor Control because the bartender
allegedly served aleahol to three men
when they were obvigusly intoxl-
cated,” said Charles Smarr, director
of lguor conirol,

Heelmer has appealed the revoca-
ticn.

Tackett said ee grand jury's ver-
dict sguelched rumors that persisted
following the April 4 accident on
Highway 19, just over three miles
north of Hermann.

It was determined afler the acci-
dent that David Decker, 30, of 5t
Louis, e driver of one of the cars,
had a blood alcohol content of (30,
three times over the legal limit, Deeker
and two ather men in Deeker's car,
Faul Lawrence, 30, and Barry Bergin,
A5, were killed,

One of the rumors thal  Decker

Chad o be carried o his car by the

bartender and a couple of bar patrons
proved false,

*The purpose of this hearing was
o investigale the nomors that were
Nying around,’” sad Tackeil, “And
that"s just what all this appears o b -
umors.”

Tackenr said the grand jury pro-
ceeding allowed Gasconade County
citizens to get the entire picture of the
incident, He had hoped it would be
clean willhoul the ramors,

"I can’l imkgine & clearcr piciurg
of the event than they have received.”

Tackett said his independent in-
vesligation o the chse furned up a
fenar thimgs, bul the activity of the thice
men in Hermann at a couple of Lve
grns were not clear,

His investigation put the three men
im St Loowis at 10 pom. the night be-
fore the tragie accident, butl it was oot
clear where Lhey were beiwocn the
tieme they Jelt Se Louis and arrived o
Hermann.,

According to Tackett, the three men
drove from J & A Tavern in Hermann
i Sharp Corner apd anempted to call
Deeker's uncle, who lives south of



| of criminal charges

10w,

Thi investigation revealed the men
were served bwo beers aplece while at
Sharp Corner for about an lour,

Tacketl said the men lefl the tav-
ern and drowve aboul six miles south
of town on Highway 19 1o the uncle’s
home, bud found that be was nad there,
About 45 minutes later the men were
killed in the accident on Highway 19
when they drove into the path of a car
driven by Karen Alexander, 26, of
Rosebud.

Tackett said no one knows whether
the three men had alcohol in thelr car
after they left the tavern. He said be
could not prove that they “dida’t pass
around a fifth of whiskey after they
beft the tavern.”

A cooler and beer cans were found
throughout the car following the ac-
Cigkent.

s, Alexander and her Z-year-old
gon, MNevada Shane;,  Cheryl
Christensen, 32, of New Florence and
her 1l-month old son, Danicl
Christensen, were also killed,

Thie lone surviver of the crash was
S-year-old Ashley Dile, daughter of

—

M. Christensen, Ashley is undergo-
ing treatment at the University of Mis-
souri Hospital and Clinics’ Rusk Re-
habilitation Center in Columbia, She
has been listed in good condition.

Tackett was critical of a highway
patrol officer who allegedly told mem-
bers of the media that he had wit-
nesses who saw the Sharp Corner bar-
tender and patrons carry Deeker o
hig cas.

“Those¢ fumors are absolutely
false,” Tacke said.

Because there will be no criminal
charges against Hoelmer, it means
there can be 1o civil case filed againsi
him.

Hill, as of Monday afternoon the
declsion of the grand jury had no cf-
fect on the decision of the Division of
Liquor Control 1o revoke Sharp
Corner's license. But last Thorsday
Tackenr addressed the question i i
would send a message 10 the sae
lguaor control oflee.

“It would think as extensive a5 il
was and a5 many wilnesscs as were
called, you'd think it would get
somebody’s awention,” Tackett said.

However, the special prosecutor added,
the Thvision of Liguor Control is “in
an administrative capacity headed by
a director (Smarr) who has been ap-
pointed by Use governos.

“They issued the order o revoke
the license, and unless it's overturned
on appeal, it stands.”

Smarr has indicated that the grand
jury*s decision would not have a bear-
ing on the revocation of Sharp Comer's
license

Hoelmer's appeal is now before
the Administrative Hearing Commis-
sio.

On Monday afternoon, Cecil 5.
Gilvens, execulive director of the Mis-
sourl Alcohol Sales Association, shid
his group is “going 10 stand behind
Mitch uniil this thing is over,”

Givens added, “T0 we hawe 10 ake
it 10 the Missouri Supreme Courl, we
will."”

Givens said the question answered
by the grand jury was simple, that
Hoelmer was not indicled and oo
criminal charges would be fled.

“This whole (hing puzzles me,”
saicl Givens. “There was just 100 much
bad publicity that centered on
Hermann,”



