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Owensville city clerk
enters no-contest plea

By STEVE FRIEDMAMN
Mews Tribune

HERMANN — Turning down
her right o a jury toal, Owensville
City Clerk Bridget Hengstenberg
aceepted a sentence of fwe years
supervised probation and restito-
tion for the nearly £5000 she is
aceused of stealing from city cof-
fers over a two-year period.

Mrs, Hengslenberg agreed fo a
na-contest plea in a hearing be-
fore  Gagconade Counly  Crreuit
dudge John Brackmann Monday
afternaom,

Brackmann also agreed to sus-
pend the zentence after five years
if she cheys terms of the sen-
tence; violations could result in &
RevEen-year prizon term.

A Decernber 1994 Missour audi-
tor's report revealed $4.504 miss-
ing in an audit of the city's mu-
nicipal courl covering fizeal vears
1942-24. The suditor's office re-
layed its fndings o the Gascon-
ade County prosscutor's office,
which forwarded the investigation
to the Missourd Highway Patrol.

In early July, a3 Gazconade
LCounty grand jury teok fewer than
five minubes to indict her in con-
nection’ with the missing funds, a
Clazs C felony stesling charge,

Cole County Asziztant Prosecu-
for Bill Tackett, specizl prosecutor
in the caze, zaid Mrz, Hengsten-
berg was able to redistribute the
municipal court money through a
check substitution seheme.

Because of Mrzs. Hengstenberg's
i contest plea, Tackell was able
to introduce evidence =nd un-
sworn withesses to establish her
guilt. He =zaid afteraard he was
able to show 90 percent of the
evidence against her during the
proceeding, including a confession
that she stole at least 52000 of the

missing money.

“Obwigusly, the evidence was
strong enough that (Brackmenn)
felt we didn’t need o go any fur
ther with our case,” he said.
"There were 0 many wiliiesses
and so much evidence that he felt
it was proper bo shut the remain-
ing evidence off.”

Dating back to February,
Owensville city officials have stoed
behind - Mrs. . Hengslenberg . even
before charges against her were
pursued, The cily believed she
was being made a scapegoat for
vears of poor record keeping for
which she was oot dicectly respon-
sible. The city went through five
city clerks since 13038, and officials
believed ' records were not kept
correctly prior to Mrs. Hengsten-
berg.
But John Blattel, an audit man-
ager with the state auditor's offee,
confirmed (o Tackell  previcus
clerks or poor record keeping did
not result in the missing funds,

Preszently, Mrs. Hengstenberg is
utilities. manager with the city, a
position that dees nol carry finan-
cidal responsibilities. Mavor Roxa-
na Riefer  zaid . after Monday's
hearing it would be up to the
Bozrd of Aldermen to decide if
Mrs. Hengstenberg remains with
the city.

"I zland behind any council de-
cision,” Mrs. Riefer said, but she
wolld nol eomment specifically on
any action the city could take re-
gatding her emploviment

Brackmann told Mrs. Hengsten-
berg during the hearing he recog
nized the support the community
haz for her despite the betraval of
their trust. “"Owensville is the vie-
tim in this but Owensville is still
yvour friend,” he said; *You're Juck-
ier than most."



