Grand jury to hear
evidence Monday
on missing funds

Council members,
city officials expect
to give testimony
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Republican News Editor

OWEMSYILLE—The mavor,
councilrmen and other cify officials
dreé Among wilnesses expecled to be
colled Monday when a grand jury
bepins hearing evidenss that fuods
are muissing from Municipal Cor,

The grand jury will decide if alle-
gations that nearly 25,000 was siclen
from cour funds in bcal vears 1993
and 1994 justify filing criminal
charges. Those alle galions were con-
wined in a 1594 report by the State
Auvdater's Office

Afrer an audit of runicipal courts
in the 20th Judicial Circudt that year,
ste anditors said $4.994 was miss-
ing from Crvensville Municipal Court
funds, Auditors alleged that the miss-
mg monsy was stolen and tumed

their findings over to Casconsde
County Prosecuting Anomey John
Berkemayer,

Although never charged, City
Clerk Bridget Hengstenberg, whowas
responsible for court funds, was the
targel of 4 subsequent ipvestigation
and next week's grand jury hearings
into the 18-month-old all=gations.

But council members questionsd
why the alleged shomage was nol
discovered in an audit of the city
eight months earlier, also conducted
by the State Auditor's Office. Inda-
pendent anmual audits by firms hired
by the council also did pot show any
court funds missing, they said.

Muoyor Boxpna Biefer and couneil
menbers continue o support Heng-
stenberg, whohes dended tabdng funds
from municipal court aecounts,

"Thecouncil still suppons Bridge:
and 1 suppor the council,” Riefer
sadd earlier last month, "1 don't be-
Liewe she took any money, Look how
many clerks we had before her, and
when we maved city hall, we found

See Jury on Page 3

Jury = from page 1

old envelopes with money in them

that had never gone through court.”

Mext week's prand jury will be
dirgeted Cole County Assistant Pross
equtor Willlam Tackett, who was
named special prosecutor, Tacken
also conducted the imst grand jury
investigetion in Cesconade Cou
four years ago. He also conducted an
investigation into apparcntly un-
founded allegations of misuse of
county property by Shenff Robert
Mathis in 1995,

Tackett scheduled three days
(Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday)
for the grand jury investgaton. But
sources gay he hopes w complele the
hearings in one day,



