Tackett named special prosecutor
in Linn car bombing investigation

By STEVE FRIEDMAN
Mews Tribune

A special prosecutor has been
appointed in Osage County o han-
dle & case involving a Linn woman
who escaped serious injury from a
var bomb st week

Cole County Aszistant Prosecu-

tor Bill Tackett was appointed Lo
the case last week by Osage Coun-
tv Associate Judge Ralph Voss,

Federal, state and Qsage Coun-
v law enforeement agencies have
been  gathering information in
hopes of charging a suspect with
Lz bombing of a car drven by
Loretta A, Williams, 26, on April 7
in Linm,

Tackett said Monday he was
mesting with officers from the Bu-
reau of Alcohel, Firearms and To-
bacce and the state fire marshal’s
affice to review evidenoe.

“Out of complele firness to ev-
eryone, we wanlt to get az com-
plete a picture a5 pozsible on this
caze before a suspect is charged,"”
Taeekett said.

But Tackett =said he did think
charges against a suspect will be
brought soon.

“Right now, we're in a fact gath-
ering position and  hopefully we
can move oul of that quickly into
charging the suspect,” he said.

Contacted Monday, Osage Coun-
tv Proseculor Bobert Schollmeyer
said he asked to be withdrawn
from the case because he had rep-
resented the Williams family in &
divorce  procesding over a year
AFo,

“T don't want anything to appear
that I have a conflict of interest in
thiz case with the family"”
Schollmeyer said.

_ Prozecutors in third class coun-
ties are allowed to have private
practices.

Schollmeyer recommended
Tackell o Voss for the appoint-
ment.

“BEill iz very capable of prosecul-
inmg a cage like this and [ think it’s
in geed hands with him," said
Schollmeyer, noting this was the

first time the county has had to
use a special prosecutor for a
Case.

Mz, Williams' 1990 Tovola Co-
rolla exploded just after & am. on
April 7 at the corper of Lincoln
and 4th Streets in Linn, Invesliga-
tors have been frying to deter-
mine how the bomb was placed in
the car.

While debris showered & 100-
foot area from the blast — even
the ear’s hood was blown more
than 50 feet away — no serious
injury was reported o Ms, Wil
liams.

Bomb frapments have bean sent
to ATF's Washinglon headguar-
lers for analysis.

Any suspect in the case could
face 1030 wears, or even life in
slale prison with parole, i con-
victed of the erime.

There Is also a chance that a
suspeet could face federal charges
in the case if federal agencies de-
cide to take over itz prosecution,
Schollmeyer said. -



