Jury finds man guilty of methamphetamine charge

By RICK BROWN
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Public defender Jan King lik-
ened the government to thought
police for charging Travis Edgar
with the intent to make metham-
phetamine from stolen over-the
eounter medicing,

“What if a person steals lighter
Auid? Do you arrest him for intent
to commit arsen? King asked a
Cole County jury.

The defense atlorneys argu-
ments failed to convinee the panel
of six men and six women during
Edgar's trial on Wednesday. They
convicted him on the felony drug

. charge and two misdemeanor

counts of stealing.

Edgar, 20, was one of four Seda-
lia men arrested last December in
Jefferson City on suspicion of
shoplifting Actifed cold medicine,
Authorities also reporied DecovEr-
ing stolen batteriez from  the
group,

Police testified that ephedrine
can be refined from the non-
preseriplion medication and' lithi-
um can be extracted from the bat-
teries., Those elements can then
be used b eook methampheta-
mine.

Emplovees from  Targel  and

Food 4 Less testified that the de-
fendant was one of four men in
their stores on Dec. 18, 1997, The
prosecution plaved a security vid-
eptape from  Target, It showed
Edgar shoplifting three boxes of
Actifed, according to an em-
plovee's testimony.

FProsecution witnesses said the
four suzpects then went to Food 4
Less, where employess chaszed
them from the store to a nearby
parking lob. Folice arrested them
there and recoverad a botal of 19
boxes of cold medicine and sev-
eral batteries.

Oficer Sterling Infield zaid
Edpar admitted during’ question-
g that the itemz were intended
to produce methamphetamine,
Edgar said the group planned Lo
give the medicine and batteries o

another Sedalia man whoe would-

use them, Infeld testified.
However, the defense character-

zed the crme as nothing more

than mizdemeanor shoplifting
"Mr. Edgar didn't tell the police

that the possession was for the
purpese of manufaciuring meth-
amphetamine" said’ Eing. “They
told him that™

Eing claimed police  assumed
Edgar planned to do something
ilegal simply becagtse he pos-
zeszed o perfectly legal medica-
tion. They didn't find any instruc-
tions or equipment Lo make meth-
amphetamine, he noted.

“You're being punizhed for
what's in your mind; for what you
think, not what wou did,"” King sald
of the drug charge,

Azgistant prosecutor Bill Tack-
etf urged the jury to consider
Edgar’s actions and statements to
police in determining his' intent.
He said the group had enough
cold medicing to last 128 days for
OIE person,

The, jury deliberated. for lezs
than a halfl hour before returning
puilty  verdiets. Cireuit’ Judpe
Byron HKinder, who presided over
Ithe trial, will zentence Edgar
aber,



