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Man convicted in Hardee’s robbery

By RICK BROWN
MHews Tribune

A Cole County jury deliberated 30 minubes
on Monday before convicting a 5t Louiz man
of first-degree armed robbary,

The panel of eighl men and four women
fvund Eugene Harrell Zardis, 21, guilty of rob-
bing Hardee's, 3601 Country Club Dr, on the
night of Feb, 13,

The jury recommended & sentence of 30
vears for Sardis, who was Laken inlo custody at
the end of a one-day fral in Cole County
Circuit Court. The law allowed the jury to
suggest anywhere from 10 to 30 years or life.

"Only you can stop this parbage" said as-
sistant prozecutor Bill Tackett, wging the jury
to imipose o sUF peaally.

"When vour son or daughter goes to work at
a fast fond place, what message can you scnd
50 that _. they won't be slaring down the
barrel of a pun?” asked Tackett,

Cireuit Judge Thomas J. Brown I will pass
final sentence later on Sardis, the third man to
be found or plead guilty in connection with the
armed roblery. His 20-year-old brother, Andre
I. Sardis, and James M. Capes, 23, Sturgeon,

also await sentencing in the caze,

Brown found Capes guilly of first-degree rob-
bery at a kel in September. Capes could
receive up to 30 years or life,

Andre Bacdis, of Columbia, pleaded puilty in
September to second-degree robbery for his
part in the holdup. He could receive a zen-
tenes of ive to 15 years.

Andre Sardiz, who once worked at the res-
tawrant, bestified Monday that he and his
brother planned the robbery with Capes during
a meeting in Columbia. Sardis alleged the
three men deove to Jefferson City, where his
brother and Capes robbed the Hardee's night
manager at gunpoint.

Andrew Smith, the menager fnizhing his
shift, testified that two masked men eonfronted
b outside the restavrant after closing time.

Smith, who now lives in Alabama, said it was
Eugene’ Sardis who pointed a gun at him and
demanded money. ;

“He zaid ‘Don’t make me blow your brains
out,™ Smith testified,

Andre Sardis testified that he was outside
with the getaway car while the robbery was
taking place. Capes and Andre Sardis were

arrested running away from the restaurant

police  arrived. Police apprehended Euge

Sardis the following day in Columbia.
Andre’s wife, Donna Sardis, testified that

picked up Bugene Sardis at a Jefferson €

apartment complex near Hardee's on the ni
of the rohbery. He called her at her Colum
home to ask for a ride after the holdup w
awry, she said.

Defense allorney Joan Gummels didn't «
any witnesses to the stand for the defense, |
argued b the jury that Andre and Don
Sardis coneocted Lheir stories so Andre wor
be offered a lighter sentence in exchange
hig testimony,

“The state has not met its burden of pr
that Eugene waz at the zeene, lel alone with
Fun in iz hand,” said Ms. Gummels.

"I dont zee any question that he's the g
man," Tacketl said, "but yvou'd have to zay
wias not even at the scene™ to And him
#uilty.

BEugene Sardis was being held in the couw
Jail in Liew of 350,000 bond. His sentencing w
set for Nov. 22



