Prosecutor,
sheriff tackle

underage

drinking |, |

issues y oty

at forum
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WARDSVILLE = With

prom af Bluir Ouks High School
one day away, underage drinking
was the focus of o Prday forum
that allowed residents to msk
questions of Cole County Prose-
cutor Bill Tackett and Sheriff
Cireg White.

Miny of the questions asked
by the npproximately 30 people
gtiending the forum w0 the
Wardsville Lions Club, including
n dozen high school smdents,
involved the issee of alcohol.

One teenager asked why the
county chose 1o focus on under-
nge drinking so much.

“I've tlked 1o a lot of people
and 1 seems to be the number
onc issue in the community,” said
Tackett, °I think I'm responding
o what the community wants.”

White said underage drinking
“is an issue becouse it is volid
and real. There is a direct correls-
tipn between promiscuity, STDs
and aleohol consumption.”

White said his department
checks on parties when they hear

Cole County Prosecutor Bill Tackett and Sharift Greg White answer
questions from the audience, Including sevaral many Blair Oaks
High School shtedents, about the proposed changes in the repori-
ing of underage drinking offenses during a forum held Friday at the

Wardsville Lions Club.

Hephan Brockahiess Trioune

reports of rumors of them around
the county because “prevention
i= alwuys the best method, We're
trvimg 1o peolect vou,”

Tackest and White alsp dis-
cussed & bill currently in the leg-
islature that has severnl deper-
rents 1o ieensge dronking, inchud-
ing the possibility of teens losing
their driver’s licenses or being
excluded from specific extra-car-
ricular sctivities at school for s-
dents who drink on, or off, school

Tackett sad he hikes the part
of the bill that holds parents
responsible for parties where
munors gre consuming alcahol.

< Forum

From page one

first in what Tockett hopes o be o
regular occurrence in small towns
in Cole County, There are initial
plans o sel up similnr forams
every couple of weeks — next in
Taps, Centeriown and Hussel-
Iville.

Blair Claks Superintendent Jim
Jomes suid be wan glod o see
Tackett unid While *“tking a
proactive approsach,” in dealing
with issnes like undemge drink-
KL,

EJ:ms:ﬁ released several students
from Bliwir Oaks so they could po
to the forum and ask questions.

“These students our the futune
of Ciole County and oaf country,”
he said, “ond 1 think it's important
for them to come snd lsen,”

“People have asked me,
"What do you do with o parent
who opens up their house for
these kids who siart drnkmmg™

“IF this s passed, they "Il hove
o pay the piper. It holds those
parents linble.” Tockett said.

Sister Ann Boessen expressed
her concems with young people
and bow to help them focus on
something other than alcohol,

“We alwiivs just used fo make
more rules ond regulotions and
that's not always the answer. We
have to help the kids love them-
selvies,” snid Boessen,

The hotr long forum was the

See FORUM, page 4




