Mixed reactions

Families, friends offer different takes on
jury’s verdict, sentencing ideas

By Bob Waison
et sonEnEwsirliune. com

Patrick Middaugh's mother sobbed as her son — also cry-
ing — was bed from the courtreom in handeulfs Friday after-
OGN,

A nine-woman, three-man Cole County jury recommend-
dhﬂddaqhmmmufﬁnpmhrmm-dnm
assault and 25 years each for firsi-degree robbery and armed
criminal action, for the teen's rode in last June's assault of pies
delivery driver Alan MoCullough,

“I'yey stole half my baby's life,” Mary Ann Crawford cried
w & reporter. “I'm sorry what happened to her son, but she
still has him.”

But. Connie McCullough had told the jury during Friday
afternoon’s sentencing-phase hearing, her son now is “differ-
eql,H:'sg:lldmemntpenmdit}'~hﬁnmﬂmﬁhn[

raised

"He has snapped a1 me several times (and) has said things
1o me that he knows he shouldn’t have said. He's rude and he's

hateful.”

Experts say personality changes ofien are a side effect of
Please see Reactions, p. 3

E MIDWEST

- --*"%nnm, APRIL 1, m

Reactions: Friend calls tnTaI ‘a joke’
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severe hed [njuries ke MeCul-
lough suffered when he was
beaten with a steed pipe.

The MeCulloughs declined to
he interviewed after the irinl

Crawford's best  friend,
Anneite Boardman, said she's
last her faith in the criminal jus-
tice system after the two-doy
trial

Tt courthoom was a joke,”
she told & reporer

“There wasn't an atlorney
that coubd rememmber a rame,”
she adided, referring 1w several
instances by both prosecutors
and defense lawyers who can-
fused Middaugh's last name
with McCulloughs, or who
called Middaugh “Ronald Belk”
the name of the ather man con-
victed In the assaull case and
now serving i fife prison sen-
1ence.

L9 :

_ nan added: "1 didn't
thi i they couldnt prove
in court that Patrick did any-
thing physically, that that man
(Prosecutor Tackett) cowld
grand there and create 8 soene in
the mind of the jury — in his
wonderful shock value of throw-
ing down that pipe thal Parrick
never mouched — and create a
seene in their mind that didn't
pyis”

But, Tackert told reporters,
“What | described 10 jury
was a type of person, and do we

want that type of person oul
walking around noi incar-
cermbed?”

Tacketi sabd jurors “under-

i

e

Tackett said his description
wis hased on the evidence.

Boardman said of the long
gentence  suggestions: “Two

don't make a right. ... |

know he's not a child, and he
madle a very poor chodee.”

Tackett said he was pleased
with the sentence suggesthons.

“They came up with a verdict
af 25 veurs — given the age of
the defendant and the lack of a
prior [eriminal] history 1 think i=
very appropriate.”

He said prosecutors would

ask Joyce w Impose the sen-
penees to be served consecative:

stood that someone who would by

watch a pleza man walk up 1o
the porch, kniwing they woubd
he brutally beaten with a pipe
and then hit with thelr own club
—umtrypenfpﬂmnismmm-
bleoded they have 1o go o

“We think it warrants it,” he
said, “There were a lot of wit-
nesses, and they really painted a
pletare that was pretty grue-
sume — noi just the beating. but
the aftermath.”



