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Cole County PA
to seek central
statewide sex
offender list

By MATT SCHMITZ
MNews Tribune

Cole County Prosscutor Bill
Tackett plans 10 push for o stale
Loy thast weould create & conmipas-
hensive anline posting of coa-
victed sex offenders in Mis-
s,

He also wants 1o increase the
punishment for sex offenders
who fuil o register within 10
doys of their nelesse from n mis-
demeanor o & class [ felony. It
would apply when the offense
imvolves 1 severe sexunl sssault
or a child vounger than 14.

He plans to meet with legis-
lstors this week about drafting
the: legislation.

Mmml‘i is one of only 17

staies practicin ive potifl-
cation, he &aid, adding that 39
states  post  sttewide  lists
online.

“I's mod & motter of if the

law is going to be tightencd a

10 be tightened ™

The legislotion would
reqire the publication of the
names, addresses and crimes of
all individuals convicted of sex
offenses on the officanl state of
Missouri Wb site.

Esch of Missoori’'s 114
conntics already are requined to
make their lists available o the
public wpon reduest. Same, like
Cobe County, wolunturily have
placed theirs on Jocal Web sites.

But Tacketi said there
shoukd be o convenient way o |
fimd out what types of offenders
fre resafing in wisich commni-
iy seross the stae,

Last spring, following a
mecting with local schoal offi-
canls, Tackett plotted on a map
the ares offenders Tist, finding
clusters in oreas within two
hlecks of schools, doyeune cen-
ters and other places frequented
by youngstens

While school security is ade-
quate during regular hours, he
gaid, other fimes when the
schonls are in use may be more
willnemble,




