Prosecutor is far from a decision
on refiling charges in Amrine case

By SHASHANK BENGALI
- The Kansas City Star

The Cole County prosecutor said
Monday he was still considering re-
filing charges against Joseph Am-
rine of Kansas City, whose murder
conviction recently was tossed out
by the Missouri Supreme Court.

Bill Tackett has until June 16 to re-
file charges, or Amrine will be set
free. Tackett said in an interview
that in recent weeks his office had
been reviewing evidence and meet-
ing with witnesses around the
country. He planned to travel today
to Colorado to meet with another
witness.

“We've done a lot of digging on
this, and we are far from a deci-
sion,” Tackett said.

A Missouri Supreme Court ruling

April 29 overturned Amrine’s mur-
der conviction and death sentence
and gave Tackett 45 days to refile
charges.

Amrine, now 46, was convicted in
the 1985 killing of

a fellow prison in-
mams bllt thIBB il]-
mates who impli-
cated him in the §™
murder later [T

changed their tes-
timony. Amrine’s
case earned na-
tional attention
when he was fea-
tured in an anti-death penalty ad-
vertising campaign by the Italian

Amrine

" clothier Benetton in 2000.

In April, four of seven judges on
Missouri’s highest court said Am-
rine had made a “clear and con-

vincing showing of actual inno-
cence....”

Tackett said he planned to file a
motion with the court as early as
this week. That motion could in-
clude a request for more time, he
said.

Sean O’'Brien, a University of Mis-
souri-Kansas City law professor
who is representing Amrine, said
he would oppose any such motion.
He said Tackett has had enough
time to track down the three wit-
nesses whose testimony is in ques-
tion.

“If he hasn't found them vyet, it's
his own fault,” O'Brien said.

To reach Shashank Bengali, Mis-
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