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High court overturns death sentence

Amrine
Was convicted in

. By Tim O’NEIL
Of the Post-Dispatch

Expressing strong doubt over
Joseph Amrine’s guilt in a prison
murder 17 years ago, the Missouri
Supreme Court took the rare steps
Tuesday of overturning his death
sentence and conviction and order-
ing him released if prosecutors
don’t move to try the case again.

Amrine’s claim of innocence had

1986 prison killing become a high-profile cause among

opponents of capital punishment,
who were elated by the 4-3 deci-
sion. A 30-minute film on his case,
“Unreasonable Doubt: The Joe Am-
rine Case,” was produced last year
and shown at regional film festivals
and anti-death penalty events.
Amrine, 46, of Kansas City, has
faced execution since he was con-
victed in 1986 in the stabbing of a
fellow inmate in the old state peni-
tentiary in Jefferson City. Over the
years, all three former inmates who

testified against him recanted. No
physical evidence tied Amrine to
the murder of Gary “Fox” Barber of
St. Louis on Oct. 18, 1985.

Had he not been convicted of the
murder, Amrine would have been
freed in 1992. He was in prison for
robbery, burglary and forgery.

Other appeals courts were skepti-
cal of the witnesses’ changed sto-
ries, and affirmed the sentence. The
U.S. Supreme Court declined to
take the case. But the Missouri

Missouri justices also reject conviction, call for releasing man if case is not retried

Supreme Court held a special hear-
ing Feb. 4 on whether the case re-
mained strong enough to proceed
with execution.

“Our confidence in the outcome
of the first trial is sufficiently un-
dermined . . . to require setting
aside his conviction and sentence of
death,” Judge Richard B. Teitelman
wrote for the majority. “. . . Amrine
has met his burden of providing
clear and convincing evidence of

See Inmate, Al14



mm .m..e % u-

it

riglaa]l
nww nmwwﬁm umwm mmm = umm m mm z

mmmmmm il mmm mmm _“. mmmmmmmm mm mM iy w m mum b
L
u m P LT m.umwmm“mmmm mmmmmmwmmmmmmm& mmmm

B \ W 2 wu_ mmm»h ummuun 2848 1 2
1 L e e
2 L;mwmm Gliiftae I S
1 L it it



