: lp’s kmhng at new DNA evi-
dmthut “has shown the poten-
10 be significant

"mcDNchhnologyp:esem
n&gwnotawﬂablemmngme
underlying trial,” he noted. “Until
m.meﬁnsmalhascom
pleted DNA testing on any
exhibits from the underlying
trial.”

A court spokesman said the
judges will consider Tackett’s
request early this week.

Amrine faced a death sentence
for his conviction of the Oct. 18,
L%ﬁ,kﬁnguanrbermaMls—
souri Penmuumyrecreanon
room.

Bud:emhighoouﬂ mmr
4-3 decision written by Judge
Richard B. Teitelman, noted all
three inmate witnesses who testi-
fied against Amrine during his
m-—mmmmeims;

“This case presents the rare
circumstance in which no credible
evidence remains from the first
trial to support Ihe_conmuun,
Teitelman wrote. The situation

“undermines ourtonfidence in the
correcmcssofthe(ﬂwﬂ’ljjudg:

'Ihm:lman also wrote: “Them
is no double jeopardy bar to retri-
al, if the state believes it can pro-
duceamugheudence . to once

again bring this case to a jury.”
lnasepmwsuppaang
ion, Judge Michael A. Welff
wrote: “Should the state again try
Amrine? From this record, he
does not look guilty. Butperhaps
the state has a better view.” :
See DNA, page 7 ?



7« DNA

From page one

In his new motion, Tackett said
he's “had presumptive testing for
blood conducted on the clothing
(Amrine) was wearing at the time
of the murder. The presumptive
testing, while not definitive, indi-
cates the likelihood that human
blood is present (and) the location
of this potential human blood
gives it significant evidentiary
value.”

The high court’s ruling also
noted that a corrections officer and
several other inmates who were in
the recreation room when Barber
was Kkilled testified at the original
trial that Amrine had not commit-
ted the murder.

And six inmates said Amrine
was playing cards in another part
of the recreation room.

In his motion for the extension
of time, Tackett told the state
Supreme Court he “has worked
diligently in reviewing the file”
since the court’s mandate ordering
Amrine’s release was issued May
14.

“The prosecutor has located
and intervigwed both the witness-
es who testified in the underlying
trial, and others.” the motion said.

Tackett’s motion asks the high
court for extra time to do what is
called mitochrondrial DNA test-
ing, that is considered by some
experts as a super-sensitive test
that could provide accurate infor-
mation from the nearly 17-year-
old evidence.

When contacted by the News
Tribune Saturday, Tackett — who
was out of town — declined to
comment on the specifics of the

evidence mentioned in his motion.

He said he preferred to wait for the .

judges’ decision on the motion,

Judges Duane Benton and
William A. Price and Chief Justice
Stephen Limbaugh Jr. were out-
voted in their suggestion that a
special master hear the case to
determine whether the changed
testimony should lead to Amrine’s
release, rather than just ordering it.

Tackett is the third Cole Coun-
ty prosecutor to be involved in
Amrine's case.

Thomas J. Brown III, now the
presiding circuit court judge, was
the original prosecutor on the
case.

Richard Callahan, now another
Cole County circuit judge, fol-
lowed Brown in the prosecutor’s
office. And Tackett worked sever-
al years as an assistant in Calla-

Bill Tackett
han’s office before winning elec-
tion to the top spot last year.




