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all of whom live in the Kansas City
area. "I know the state’s not going
to prosecute him again; they don't
have anything to stand on.”
Cole County Prosecutor Bill
hurdles in refiling the case, includ-
fact inmates who
i Amrine have since re-
: and that 17 years have
elapsed since the slaying.
_“But I'm going to go back and
this, and if
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turn a conviction if it believes a
death row inmate is innocent.
Calling imprisonment and exe-
cution of an innocent person a
“manifest injustice,” the judges
.the witnesses' recantations
presented a “clear and
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Nixon said Tuesday in a prepared
statement, “The court held that this
case a unique set of facts,
and ruled...that it can hear a free-
doing so, the - chﬁnmg .

so, the court is ing — as
it has the authority to define — state
habeas process and procedures.”
Nixon said he would inform local

leges, death penalty be-
titions, letters and phone calls seek-
ing clemency.

before that, too; in 2000, he was one
of 26 American death row inmates
featured in an anti-death-penalty

by Italian
clothing manufacturer United Col-

ors of Benetton.




Joseph Amrine

dence.

The four judges in the majority on
the Amrine decision aIl were ap-

EOVEINOIS.

Last , the Democratic-ap-
pointed judgea also formed a ma-
jority in overturning the conviction
and death sentence in a St. Louis
County case.

Sean O'Brien, a Kansas City
lawyer who represents Amrine, said
three thmgs prove Amrine’s inno-

Nophymnlewdem:euedﬁnmne
to the crime, O’Brien said, and the
recantations showed that the in-
mateslmphcmedﬂmnneforﬂleu
own gain, net because
knew Amrine wmm:;zem

'Iheﬂ:urdfactm;ﬂ'ﬂnensard,:s
that the prison guard who p
to another inmate in the has
never changed his testimony.

The Supreme Court’s decision left
O’Brien elated.

“If I knew how to do a hand-
spring, I'd do a handspring"
O’Brien said.

Assoonashehmrdaboutthe

O'Brien talked to Amrine,
ondeaihrmvatPotosiCor

“I‘mlhﬁlleclandk)ewasﬂlrﬂled,
O'Brien said. “He alternatively
laughed and cried....This is a huge
step in the right direction, because
it puts Joe back at square one.”

Amrine’s release is still not certain,
however.

O'Brien said the state would have
15 days to decide whether to re-
quest a rehearing of the Supreme
Court case. If there is no rehearing,
the Supreme Court will issue a
_mmmgmmm

The court, in its Tuesday decision,
gave the state 30 days from the date
of that mandate to refile charges. If
it has not filed by then, Amrine
would be free.

Ronnell Amrine said the Amrine
family would welcome their brother
back to Kansas City joyfully. He has
talked to Joe about once a week,
and the siblings have taken turns
visiting him in Potosi.

Ronnell Amrine said it would be
difficult for his brother to get read-
justed to society, because he has
been in prison for more than half
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High School.

“It’s going to take some nurturing
to get him in the groove back here,”
Ronnell Amrine said.

He said he used to support the
death penalty. But his brother’s case

thinking now, all those peo-
ple saying, Tm innocent; I didn't do
it." Maybe they didn't do it,” Ronnell
Amrine said.

He said he did not believe his
htotlmwassmgledoutﬁ:rm!pmp
er treatment or
because he is black, as some sup-
porters have claimed.

“This could have happened to
anybody,” Ronnell Amrine said. “I
just think he was at the
at the rightﬁme,asfarmm
was concerned. I don't think they
were wanting to convict him know-
ing he was innocent. They made a
mistake.”

And the family believes they have
the people of Missouri to thank for
Tuesday’s decision, for helping
them publicize Joe Amrine's inno-
cence claims.

“They've showed support for us
all the way through,” Ronnell Am-
rine said.

To reach Lynn Franey, call
(816) 234-4927 or send e-mail to
com.



