Tackett still waiting on
forensic tests before

charging inmates with
murder in fall incident

By STEPHEN FOUTES
MNews Tribune
Cole County's prosscutor

indny sad i would be “inexcus-
able™ for his office 1o file charges
against two prison immsfes, who
are believed to have murdered
another inmate lost fall, before
forensic tests are complete.
Prosecutor Bill Tackett also
suid he won't moke @ charging
decision in the Oct, 22, 2003, mur-
der of Missour Stae Penitentiary
irmaEe Thb:p Viles until he's

Tackett also sald there's been
no h to file o
the key suspects, Chris Sims and
Shannon Phillips, are serving life
senmlences for other ::nmu: and

i
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eft said.
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in administrative segregation.
Sims, 27, still is at the MSP, while
Phillips, 35, is at the Potosi Cor-
rectional Center,

o charge, Tackett noted his office
can’t convene a grand jury, which
is another reason the case agamnst
Sima and Phillips is moving slow-
ly.

See CHARGES, page 6
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“If we had a grand jury, this
might be moving a litthe quicker,”
Tackent said. “This is one of the
negative results we have seen
from the fact that | cannot conduct
grand jury proceedings.”

Although he expects some
forensics reports to be turmed over
o his office by the end of the
month, Tackett could not specify
when charges might be filed.

According to  correchions

and Phillips were working alone in
the ice house when Viles was mor-
dered.

After Viles body was found,
Sims and Phillips were reporied
missing.

After a four-day manhunt,
Sims and Phillips reportedly were
found sitting in a hole in & con-
crete block wall of the joe house,
nol far from the site of the musder,

That hole was covered with a
pee board and could not be seen,
comections  officinls  said, fn
fppears the men had planned o
stay in the hole until the MSP
closed and inmates were moved to
the new JCCC.



