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Grand jury
indicts former
county deputy
for perjury

By MATT SCHMITZ
News Tribune

A grand jury has indicted the
former Cole County Sheriff's
deputy charged with giving per-
jured testimony in court that
could have resulted in several
wrongful convictions.

On Friday, the grand jury
returned on indictment aguinst
Michael Isenberg, 28, who
prosecutors allege offered false
testimony that resulted in sevar-
al drug-related convictions. As
@ result of the churges, four
drug convictions hove been sel
side and three men relessed
from prison,

An indictment from a grand
jury — the proceedings of
which are highly secretive —
requires at least nine of 12
voles,

Cole County Prosecuting
Attorney Bill Tackett on Satur-
day said he did not yer know
whether he will continue his
involvement with the case, or if
o special prosecutor will be
Appointed.

“That decision has not been
made yet. but I"ve been in dis-
cussions with Presiding Judge
Tom Brown and, from my per-
spective, I've been tryimg 1o
find 2 way to try the case with-
oul any conflicts of interest
‘ansing,” Tacket said. “Howev-
er, the deeper we plunge into
the evidence, the more and
more futile that attempt is
appearing to be.”

Because of Isenberg’s wide-
spread contact with members
of the wrea law-enforcement
commumity, gquestions have
been raised about conflicts of
interest possibly arising in
county courf, Tackent said he
was 0 avoid any potential
appedl msues,

“We potentially could have
to put members of our own
office on the stand,” Tacket
said. "Owr office unesrthed this
problem and did what we felt
was equitable ... The trial must
nd have conflicts of interest
built into it."

Tackent said he expected the
Judge o render 8 decision as
early 85 Monday on whather he
wotld remauin as prosecutor on
the case. He said he is opii-
mistic he will continoe.

The presiding judge also
will have to decide whether he
will remsin over the case, or




