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Phillips pleads

not guilty to
prison killing

The Fws: Triburma

A former  Missouri State
Penitentinry inmate on Monday
pleaded not guilty o a firs:-
degree murder charge stem-
ming from the Oct. 22, X3,
killing of another inmate.

Shannon Phillips, 36, coald
be tried for the murder of Toby
Viles next year, despite defense

Cole County Prosecuor Bill
Tacket said he'll seek the death
penalty il Phillips is convicted.
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Winégarner also said he'd
like Phillips to undergo medical
pnd mental evaluations, adding
thiat sn 18-month discovery
period i ““consisient  with
national practice.”
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During o preliminary hua'm;g
last month, Phillips — in a video-

lqmdmlzmmiﬂa for . fhe
couet ' — gadd be ami immate
[hmﬂnmth:uhdmﬂﬂ‘lﬁ]uﬂ

they bégun an escape that all three

 af the men planned.

Phillips said Sims actually
wielded the pickax, the weapon
used 1o kill Viles, but added, “Tt
was my sdea to kill Toby (becanse)
I fielt he would be too dangerous of
& person on the outside,

He said Viles would “hurt
other people randomly.”

After the murder at the MSP's

ice howse, Phillips and Sims were
reported missing. Fer four days,

‘they hid in o hole between two

walls in the building, mere feet
from whiere the killing occimed.
Phillips, who is being held at
the Potosi Correctional Center,
appearsd before Brown via a
ehosed-cincuit television Fnk.



